Proposal for applications to English Heritage for blue plaques
to commemorate Thomas Layton (1819-1911) and Sarah Trimmer (1741-1810)

Outline of the Proposal
An application should be made to English Heritage for blue plaques to commemorate the lives of Thomas
Layton and Sarah Trimmer.
The blue plaques scheme relies entirely upon nominations from the public.
Although it could not form part of the application it can be noted that there are ten English Heritage blue
plaques within the London Borough of Hounslow with nine in Chiswick and one in Feltham.
English Heritage Assessment Criteria
Annex 1 provides a full account of English Heritage’s criteria for the selection of proposals for blue plaques in
London.
It would seem that both Thomas Layton and Sarah Trimmer meet these criteria.
The Proposed Locations of the Blue Plaques
The only remaining suitable building which has significant associations with Thomas Layton is Brentford
Library (opened in 1904) at 11F Boston Manor Road, Brentford, TW8 8DW. Although St. George’s Church
(built in 1887) is still in existence it may be considered that it has associations with many other individuals and
also that the fabric of the building has been radically altered. Thomas Layton’s house at 22 Kew Bridge Road
no longer exists.
The only remaining suitable building which has significant associations with Sarah Trimmer is her School Room
(built in 1806) at 367 High Street, Brentford, TW8 0BD. Although the building has recently undergone radical
alterations it is likely that Sarah Trimmer would recognise it if she were able to see it today. The house
occupied by James and Sarah Trimmer at the time of James’s death in 1792 was close to Thomas Layton’s
house and, again, it no longer exists. The house that Sarah then occupied until her death was on the western
side of Windmill Road at its junction with Boston Manor Road. This house no longer exists.
Further Consultations
If there is support for the proposal then it would first be necessary to receive the consent of the owners of the
buildings in question: the London Borough of Hounslow and IDM Properties and/or any occupiers. Both
Brentford Library and Sarah Trimmer’s school room are Grade II listed buildings and therefore listed building
consent would be required in both cases before a plaque could be installed. Brentford Library lies within a
conservation area and additional planning permission would therefore be required.
Next Steps
If the proposal receives the express support of the Thomas Layton Trust, the Brentford and Chiswick Local
History Society, Brentford Community Council, the London Borough of Hounslow and IDM Properties, then
formal applications can be drafted and, following further consultation, submitted to English Heritage (Annex 2
contains a copy of the application form).
We would be very happy to carry out all of the administration required to prepare and submit the application.
Jim Storrar and Margaret Thomas
24 January 2018
jimstorrar@hotmail.co.uk / margaretathomas@hotmail.com

Annex 1

Annex 2

